
The Celebrant Foundation & 
Institute is well into its 6th year and 
we’ll gleefully celebrate our 5th 
Celebrant graduating class come April 
22nd 2007 in Montclair, New Jersey. 
April 22nd is also Earth Day, our 
graduation festivities will be sure to 
center on giving thanks to life on our 
precious planet Earth. 

Here we all are, a constellation of 
Celebrants 300 strong! We can’t 
believe how our Celebrant tribe has 
grown in just five years. Thirteen 
Celebrant Chapters have now been 

created in two 
countries in the 
US and Canada. 
Last year alone 
C e l e b r a n t s 
created and presided over a vast array 
of more than 1800 personalized 
ceremonies. Without wanting to sound 
too much like lyrics from Woody 
Guthrie song, Celebrants hail from 
Hawaii, clear across to Miami, 
stretching from Quebec to Vancouver 
and down to Arizona and Arkansas.  

(Continued on page 3) 

 

Kim Kirkley gave this keynote 
address at the NYC Chapter’s 
inaugural Chapter Meeting on 

February 7th, 2007 
 

I love being a Celebrant.  It is said that every 
institution is a shadow of its founder.  This par-
ticular organization has been and will be a won-
derful thing that brings joy and meaning to peo-
ple’s lives.  I am thankful for the foundation’s gen-
erosity on so many levels. 

 Six years ago when Cindy saw an ad in the 
Montclair Times Newspaper for people with a 

background in the humanities who wanted a re-
warding vocation giving other people the ceremo-
nies they desire.  She brought it to work and 
change my life.  I knew instantly that this idea 
would work.  In a place as diverse as New York 
City I knew that people would need Celebrant ser-
vices.  I had no idea that I needed this work -- that 
being a Celebrant would touch me so deeply and 
make me a better person. 

 Some people wonder why I would give up 
practicing law to become a Celebrant.  If you 
know me you know that I have always had a pas-

(Continued on page 3) 
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News from the  
Celebrant Institute 

 
by Cynthia K. Reed,  

Director of Academics 
 

Celebrants rock!  We’ve had an 
enthusiastic group of nearly fifty students in our 
Class of 2007, all passionately dedicated to the 
vocation of Celebrancy. 
♦ With the Class of 2007, we’ve doubled the 
number of Canadian Celebrants, making us a truly 
North American organization.  Celebrancy continues 
to expand as we welcome our first students from 
British Columbia, Connecticut, North Carolina, 
Quebec, South Carolina and Wyoming. 

♦ Eight Celebrant alumni returned to the Institute 
to study for additional certificates, including Alethea 
Devi, Roberta Koepfer and Elizabeth Phaire, who 
are completing their third and final certificates this 
year – the first Celebrants in the history of the 
Foundation to do so. 

♦ We continue to pioneer funeral celebrancy, an 
area so ripe for personalized ceremonies, with 
twenty-one new Funeral Celebrant graduates.  Two 
members of the Class of 2007 work in the funeral 
industry, providing invaluable information and 
insight. 

This year’s graduating class includes more 

Family Celebrants than ever, all eager to promote 
and perform ceremonies for all the moments and 
milestones in individual, family and community life. 
Our Class of 2007 hails from a wide range of 
backgrounds – an auto mechanic, a doula, an artist, 
several lawyers, psychologists, therapists, musicians 
and nurses, a storyteller, a movement teacher, a 
community organizer, a mail carrier and much, much 
more. 

We are gearing up for next year!  The schedule 
for the 2007-2008 academic session is as follows: 
♦ Fall 2007:  Celebrancy Biz 101 offered to alumni 
♦ October 2007 – January 2008:  Fundamentals of 

Celebrancy for new students 
♦ February – April 2008: Certificate courses 

offered to new and returning students: 
o  Ceremonies for Families and Children 
o  Funerals and Ceremonies for Healing 
o  Weddings & other Ceremonies for Couples 
 
If you are interested in registering for any of the 

2007-2008 classes, or if you have friends or family 
interested in becoming a Celebrant, please contact 
me at cynthiakreed@celebrantusa.com or 973-
249-3974.   

 
Registration for Biz 101 will begin this summer, 

and a complete calendar, registration form and 
syllabi for the 2008 certificate courses will be 
circulated in the fall.  

Celebrant Graduation, June 2006 
Faculty Members 

 
Left to Right:  Wilma Quantrille, 
Cindy Matchett, April Beer, Cynthia 
K. Reed, Moya Powers Keating, 
Charlotte Eulette, Barry Klassel 
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sion for social justice.  I did a lot of good work be-
fore I became a Celebrant. 

 But Celebrancy is the work I was born to do.  
That is because this work touches people in ways 
that protests and civil rights laws 
never could.  Never forget that Cele-
brancy is extraordinary.  It opens 
people’s hearts.  It helps everyone to 
see that our differences are not to be 
feared.  I perform mostly weddings.  
Most of the couples I marry are not 
religious.  However, their guests 
usually are and they are used to reli-
gious ceremonies.  They are taking a risk by attend-
ing something new.  Often at least one parent be-
lieves very strongly that the couple should be mar-
ried in a church or at least by a man.  I will never 
forget the Italian-American patriarch, who the bride 
warned me about.  After the ceremony, I saw him 

approaching me and I braced myself.  He looked me 
in the eyes and told me that he thinks that is the best 
wedding he has ever attended. 

I believe that is because the bride, groom and I 
created a ceremony that touched on universal values 
– the love that the bride and groom shared; their 

happiness to have their friends and 
family there with them; and their 
hopes for the future. 

Another important thing that we do 
as Celebrants is we work toward con-
necting to our listeners.  When I am 
speaking I imagine red velvet cords 
of connectivity going from my heart 
to the listeners.  I try to always look 

at everyone with love in my heart.  We honor peo-
ple with our gaze -- with our deep listening -- with 
our respect and attention -- with the care we take in 
choosing our words and tone of our voices.  This 

(The Work of the Heart—continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 4) 

We wish to express our gratitude to all of you 
that have helped us realize our vision and have 
joined us going forward. In fall of 2001, Gaile 
Sarma and I traveled to Australia to observe 
Celebrancy in action and were very much 
impressed. During our visit we forged an endearing 
and enduring relationship with 
glorious Australian Celebrants; 
we witnessed an array of 
ceremonies and realized the 
empowering effect Celebrancy 
had on Australian society in its 
20 year history and with over one million 
ceremonies officiated at. From the very start Gaile 
Sarma knew that Celebrancy was a very good thing 
indeed and that it needed to be brought back and 
given a chance to grow in our land. Happy as we 
were to bring this enlightened, all-inclusive 
movement to our country we were equally saddened 

by the timing considering the deeply sorrowful 
events of 9/11 and the political fall-out of having 
our civil liberties, rights and voices marginalized by 
governing powers.  

With a great big sigh of relief I can say, 
“Celebrants, you came about just in the nick of 
time!” You are helping people, in our hemisphere, 

become more of themselves, 
genuinely share their life 
experiences and voice their 
feelings and thoughts through the 
powerful edifice of ceremony. 

You are here to resuscitate, restore, renew and 
revive people’s sense of themselves, their essence 
and all they cherish. This is our role as Celebrants. 
We are human rights/human rites activist, citizens of 
the Earth, ritual makers and healers. Thank 
goodness for Celebrancy - it was made for you and 
me! 

(We Celebrants—continued from page 1) 

We are  
human rights / human rites 

activists. 

We need each 
other to feel fully 

human. We tell 
each other stories 

to survive. 
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means so much because we all are touched by an-
other’s attention, validation and sharing.  The es-
sence of each human being is we are the same: We 
grieve.  We hope.  We love.  We need each other to 
feel fully human.  We tell each other stories in order 
to survive. 

 In addition to giving us an understanding of 
who we really are, Celebrancy provides a better un-
derstanding of what the world 
is really like -- an understand-
ing that is not affirmed in 
popular culture.  Television, 
the most dominant force in 
popular culture, is preoccupied 
by so-called reality shows that 
ridicule and demean people and shows that focus on 
crime and murder.  The nightly newscasts focus on 
what is wrong with our communities and the world.  
This is not most people’s reality.  Most people are 
good, honest and loving. 

Celebrants show us the real “real world.”  We 
gather people together to celebrate life.  The most 
touching ceremony I ever performed was a funeral 
that would not have happened if Celebrants did not 

exist.  The deceased was an atheist and to respect 
his wishes his family would have simply put him in 
the ground.  However, they found us and together 
we crafted a beautiful ceremony that acknowledged 
his gruff, hard-working, family-loving, poker play-
ing ways and finally imagined him at the great 
poker game in the sky.  That is reality.  That is what 
we get to embrace at a Celebrant ceremony.  We see 
people honoring each other for who they are -- the 
easy parts of the personality and sometimes the dif-

ficult parts of the per-
sonality.  We see peo-
ple choosing each 
other.  This is what we 
need.  This is what the 
ancient stories taught 
our ancestors.  Life is 

not really about crime, ridicule or political maneu-
vering.  Life is about valuing life, family and com-
munity.  This is what we do. 

Being a Celebrant has been so wonderful to me 
and for me because it encourages me to focus, to 
hone in on what it means to be human and to sprin-
kle these good feelings like Johnny Appleseed, like 

(The Work of the Heart—continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 5) 

If you are really listening, if you are 
awake to the poignant beauty of the 
world, your heart breaks regularly. 

Greetings, Celebrants and Friends-of-Celebrants!   My name is Kate Daly and I’m your 
Office Manager.  I’ve had the pleasure of meeting several of you in person already, but for 
those to whom I’m still a voice on the phone, let me introduce myself!  I live in West Orange 
NJ with Lil, my partner of 15 years, and our two cats.  When I’m not 
helping Charlotte, Cindy, and Trixie (the wonder dog of love) at 
Celebrant HQ, I can be found either directing at a regional theater, stage 
managing a local opera, or lying on my couch with a good book and 
saying I’ll go to the gym tomorrow. 
 Working with and for the Celebrant Foundation has already 
enlarged my life and informed my theater work wonderfully. What a 
treat to work surrounded by people who lead with the heart and make 
listening to their fellow humans a priority. 
 Bravo Celebrants!  I look forward to meeting many more of you 
in person at Graduation on April 22. 

Kate Daly 
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our icons.  It reinforces for me that this business 
of being alive is a wonderful and meaningful 
thing.  I’ll never forget the bride who had been 
turned down by so many ministers before she 
found me that when I said, “Yes, I will perform 
your ceremony” she burst into tears.  Or the 
guest who, after attending a destination wedding 
in Central Park, grabbed my arms and asked me, 
“Where did you learn this?!” 

It is said that if you come from the heart, 
the heart will hear.  If you come from the intel-
lect, the intellect will hear.  If you come from 
the truth, the truth will be stirred up in us and we 
will move closer.  To live in the truth, is to live 
the essence of life.  I submit to 
you that is the gift that we as 
Celebrants offer the world. 

We are very fortunate to be 
Celebrants in this time in human 
history because, the world is 
ready for us now.  We really are 
a global community.  We see the 
bad things going on and we see 
the good.  We know that we need 
the security of home, of family and friends be-
cause tomorrow is not promised.  We know not 
the false security of the past but the truth of to-
day which includes the bad and the good, things 
that we agree with and things that we don’t.  

Most importantly, today we have room in our 
hearts for everyone. 

      Celebrants do the work of the heart.  We 
encourage people to operate from their hearts.  
We enrich these all too rare opportunities for 
meaningful social contact. This kind of ex-
change helps individuals, families, and commu-
nities heal and grow. 

        After one ceremony I remember one 
guest came up to me with her eyes shining say-
ing, “my heart chakra is spinning.” I knew I per-
formed a good ceremony because I touched her.  
If you put your heart, your intellect and the uni-
versal truths into your ceremonies, the universe 
will respond in kind and you will not be able to 
measure your rewards. 

         The mystic Andrew Har-
vey says, “If you are really lis-
tening, if you are awake to the 
poignant beauty of the world, 
your heart breaks regularly.  In 
fact, your heart is made to 
break; its purpose is to burst 
open again and again so that it 
can hold ever more wonders.” 

Let us all go forward facilitating experiences for 
our clients, our families, our communities and 
ourselves that will cause our hearts to burst open 
with more and more wonders. 

(The Work of the Heart—Continued from page 4) 

Some people wonder 
why I would give up 

practicing law to 
become a Celebrant. 

The Celebrant USA Foundation & Institute of North 
America is a nonprofit educational organization 

dedicated to the training of professional Celebrants 
to officiate at life’s milestone ceremonies, and to 

promoting the importance of ceremony in the lives 
of individuals, couples, families and organizations. 

 
Board of Trustees 

Gaile Sarma, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Charlotte Eulette, NATIONAL DIRECTOR 

Cynthia K. Reed, DIRECTOR OF ACADEMICS 

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATORY POLICY 
 
The Celebrant Foundation & Institute of North 
America admits students of any race, color, gen-
der, sexual orientation or national and ethnic ori-
gin to all the rights, privileges, programs, and ac-
tivities generally accorded or made available to 
students at the school.  It does not discriminate on 
the basis or race, color, national and ethnic origin 
in administration of its educational policies, schol-
arship and loan programs, and other school-
administered programs. 



Celebrants in the News! 
 

We're in AMERICAN FUNERAL DIRECTOR MAGAZINE …  
 NJ  Celebrant Dorry Bless submitter her wonderful story about animal memorials 
that was published in the Feb/March, 2007 issue of American Funeral Director Maga-
zine, the funeral industry's largest circulated magazine. 
 The Celebrant Foundation story entitled Memorialization : The Art of Creating 
Lasting Memorials for Families appears in the March 2007 issue of American Funeral 
Director Magazine. 
 
We're in THE CHICAGO TRIBUBE …  
 IL Celebrant Toni Hasset’s couple’s story “Against many odds, a vow of together-
ness” was featured in the February 14th 2007 the Chicago Tribune Newspaper. 
 
We're in MONEY MAGAZINE ... 
 DC Celebrant  AC Warden will be featured in the April issue of Money Magazine 
and Money Magazine On-Line.  The piece is entitled “New, Feel-good Careers for People 
Over 50”.  The article will also cascade over to CNN TV News at the end of March.  We'll 
keep everyone updated with the air date and time. The idea for this story generated from a 
recent report/poll in www.salary.com whose finding surprised everyone.  It seems major-
ity of people are seeking socially conscious ways to make a living while keeping their inde-
pendence and it turns out Celebrancy is one of those careers!   
 
We're in YOUR LOCAL BOOKSTORE …  
 The Celebrant Foundation and our Funeral Celebrants were included in writer Joy 
Meredith’s book  “My Last Wishes, a Journal” a beautiful hardcopy book published by 
Harper Collins   (www.joymeredith.com)  IL Celebrant Jamie Lee Silver, leading hos-
pice authority, was also given ink! 
  
WEB POSTINGS: We will be posting in the Press Room section of our Web site all the 
above stories:  www.celebrantusa.com/pressroom.html.  We will also link Joy Mere-
dith’s book banner link on the funeral page of our foundation’s Web site. 
 
 IT’S ABOUT YOU!!!  This is why it is so important to let us know what ceremonies you 
are planning or have officiated at.   Email us, even if it is just a paragraph, letting us know 
what’s cooking in your Celebrancy practice and how you are doing.   We very well may be 
able to get you some press!   As you know, we are in the process of writing our book and 
reviewing Celebrants' ceremonies that will be the main focus of the book.  The working 
title of the Celebrant Foundation & Inst. book is “ Living Ceremonies, stories from the 
Celebrant experience.” 
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