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CELEBRANT INSTITUTE NEWS 

From the desk of Cynthia Reed, Director of 

Academics 

The Class of 2009 again brings the largest stu-
dent body in the Celebrant Foundation & Insti-
tute’s history, with a record 76 new students, and 
a projected 20 alumni enrolling to take additional 

certificate courses and electives.  We have students in three countries 
– expanding beyond the US and Canada for the first time to train the 
first Celebrant in Northern Ireland.  For the first time, we will have 
students in the states of Idaho and West Virginia, as well as the Ca-
nadian province of New Brunswick.  Even in times of economic 
troubles – or perhaps because of such difficult times – people are 
turning to new careers as Celebrants to seek out what really mat-
ters:  connections among individuals, families and communities, and 
mindfully marking our time on this planet with ceremonies and ritual 
of personal meaning. 

We welcome new faculty members Cristina Kollet of New Jersey 

and Venus Kitagawa-Stojsic of California this year, adding their 

breadth of experience and dynamic teaching styles to the pro-

gram.  We are thrilled to have Cynthia Matchett, Woody Winfree, 

Lamira Martin, Peggy Lewis, Caroline Flanders and Annemarie 

Juhlian return to teach this year. 

We are offering Weddings, Funerals and Ceremonies for 

Families and Children from February - April 2009.  Con-

tact the Institute for more information. 

(Continued on page 2) 

INSPIRING YOUR WORLD 

 Charlotte Eulette,  Director 

Hi Celebrant family and admirers,  

We bring you news from the Celebrant Foun-
dation and Institute and from our life-cycle 
Celebrants across North America in this our 
2009 Winter Newsletter. We are thrilled that 
many Celebrants are actively reaching out into 
their communities to create a dialogue to make a viable difference in 
our world.   

A boundless energy is emanating from our Celebrant family and 
now we’re sharing it with you. In 2009 and beyond we continue to 
encourage everyone to think out-of-the-box and listen to your hearts 
as you engage in the creative process of developing meaningful 
ceremonies, happening-events and workshops.  

It was said about Walt Whitman that he wanted to absorb the world 
and have the world absorb him -- an even exchange!  Maybe if he 
was alive today he’d be a Celebrant too. 

(Continued on page 2) 

ANCIENT & INTIMATE: RITUALS OF AFTER-DEATH 

Connecticut Celebrant, Mary Coburn  

As Celebrants, we understand the importance of ritual 
in mindfully moving through transition.  In a home 
funeral, the rituals are of a very intimate nature, in 
bathing and anointing the body of our loved one, in 
dressing and “laying out”, while spoken rituals of 
blessings, songs, poems, and prayers may be offered.   
Family and friends might choose to build a coffin or 
decorate a cardboard one, lining the interior with a 
favorite quilt or blanket.   Folks are engaged in loving 

acts of care and compassion around the body of the deceased, in the 
familiar environment of home.    Our ancestors knew how to do this, 
and the wisdom was passed down from generation to generation.    It 
is the mission of the home funeral community to reclaim this ancient 
wisdom.  

(Continued on page 3) 
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CELEBRANT & SCULPTURE  

Peter Michie, New Mexico Celebrant 

“Take a look,” Peter says, “this family crest is 
the latest from my studio. This is a new direc-
tion for me and it is my first Heraldic Family 
Crests.  This piece was commissioned and 
designed and facilitated much in the same way 
a ritual or family ceremony is designed; with  
discovery, interviews and intent.”   

Peter is currently working on his own family crest (heraldic shield) that 
is approx. 3 ft in diameter, made from laminated oak, and articulated 

(Continued on page 7) 

SHINE ON WOMEN 2008 EVENT, RESULTS ARE IN! 

In our last Newsletter Celebrant Cristina 

Spencer from Palo Alto California talked 
about her fledgling idea and a personal and 
meaningful event project entitled the “Shine 

on Women” that she was planning for August 
of 2008. We got back in touch with her after 
the event this past September to see how it 
went. We were bowled over; here are Cris-
tina’s thrilling results that she shares with us!  

First off, about the event, Cristina tells us: “Shine On Women, Cele-
brates the Power of Friendship and gives a special group of women the 

(Continued on page 4) 
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WHAT’S DOING, NEWS FROM CELEBRANTS... 

Ceremonies Honoring Vets 

A group of our wonderful Celebrants: Risa Marlen, Jack Cuffari, 

Adam Phillips, Shauna Kanter, Trish Preston Roberts are reaching 
out  Veteran’s administration orgs in effort to create “Welcome 

Home” and “Healing Ceremonies” for the Vets and their families 
and “Memorial Ceremonies” to remember the soldiers and civilians 
killed in our on-going wars. Their goal is to create a template of pilot 
ceremonies that can be shared with VA administration organizations 
everywhere. 

Shine on Women Event 

Cristina Spencer, California Celebrant had a bright idea last spring 

and created the Shine on Women Event and fundraiser for Global 

Fund for Women that took place in Aug of 2008. We caught up and 

interviewed Cristina, read our Q & A article in this newsletter.  

Idea Garden, Bloom Where You are Planted 

NJ Celebrant Dorry Bless and W.DC Celebrant Kit Turen at differ-
ent times and at different places thought in tandem about inviting 

everyone to “bloom where you’re planted”, as Kit suggests and 
“create your own idea garden where ever that maybe”  Dorry says. 
So, whichever you wish to do in 2009 we encourage you to: germi-
nate ideas, meditate on life and cross-pollinate with like-minded 
folks!  

Labyrinth Baby 

CA Celebrant Cristina Spencer’s created a “Parent’s 9 month laby-

rinth walk to welcome baby.” Everyone walked the walk: Family 
members, siblings, couples expecting a baby and parent and parents 
expecting their adopted baby visited once a month and attentively 
walk the labyrinth. Want a labyrinth of your own? Where to rent a 
labyrinth  www.labyrinthcompany.com How to find a labyrinth http://
wwll.veriditas.labyrinthsociety.org/ 

Restorative Ritual Project for Breast Cancer  

NJ Chapter Celebrants Bonnie Berman Cushing, Elizabeth Mozer, 

Beth Sandweiss, Shelley Grodner Seidenstein have gotten together to 
create a Restorative Ritual Project for families or individuals who 

have had cancer touch their lives. Their project entitled “Making  

(Inspiring your World —Continued from page 1) 
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 BRINGING HOME, HOME FUNERALS   

- a tradition in the re-making 

Dorry Bless, Celebrant Fac-

ulty Member and Director of 

the Celebrant Funeral Com-

mittee interviews Austin, Texas 

Funeral, Healing and Transi-

tion Celebrant Donna Belk 

about her specialty as a home 

and green funerals educator 

and practitioner.    

I’m Dorry Bless and a few 
months ago I had the opportu-
nity to interview Celebrant 
Donna Belk about her private 
practice as a funeral celebrant, 
home and green funeral educa-
tor and practitioner and I found 

out how she came to develop the Yoga of Dying Experience for 
families in her community in Austin, Texas.  Additionally, I learned 
how Donna’s plus thirty years of devoted yoga practice has influ-
enced and complemented her work.  The article from our lively 
conversation has been sent to a couple of magazines and we’re hop-
ing you’ll see it ‘in print’ soon.  Once it’s published, we’ll be able to 
feature it in our own newsletter and Website. 

Here’s a brief excerpt of the interview: 

Dorry: How does education about death and dying enrich our cul-
ture? 

Donna: I believe that educating ourselves about death changes our 
perspective. This knowledge helps us lead happier lives where we 
feel free and can really embrace an appreciation of the richness and 

sacredness of life. When we really experience peace around dying, 
we find ourselves suddenly available to live in expressive and joyful 
ways. A weight lifts and we become unbound. 

Dorry: How does your education and training as a funeral celebrant 
inform your service and work in home and green funerals?  
 

Donna: My training as a funeral celebrant gave me the tools – how 
to create ceremony, how to arrange the flow of ceremony, and 
taught me how to work with the family and loved ones to honor 
their needs; while at the same time focus on creating a ceremony 
that would be both meaningful as well as reflect the truth and beliefs 
of all involved including the deceased. Since I felt comfortable with 
ceremony because of my training and experience, it was easy to 
incorporate the principles into the home funeral situation.  

Dorry: How do you go about creating a home funeral using your 
funeral celebrant training? 

Donna: There are three levels in dealing with a home funeral:     

The practical … how to take care of the body, how to move the 
body. 

 The emotional …what people are feeling, taking the time needed to 
pause, breath and grieve 

The spiritual … reflection about how we’re all going to die, and the 

 recognition of the deeply felt significance when the passage of      
death is anticipated and occurs. 

Creating and performing ceremony weaves all of these elements 
together and creates a beautiful and sacred container for the whole 
experience. 

If you are interested, we invite you learn more about Donna and her 
work – visit her Website::  http://www.yogaofdying.com 
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Strides Against Breast Cancer” involves healing rituals for women 
with breast cancer. Their workshop incorporates ceremony and ritual 
within the “workshop” framework. Restorative Ritual group meets 
regularly and hopes to publish their workshop materials in the future.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Restorative Ritual Group tells us “People touched by cancer 
instinctively engage in ritual in order to speak to the practical and 
spiritual challenges of a cancer diagnosis and treatment. Wearing a 
pink ribbon; humanizing a hospital room by decorating it with mean-
ingful objects; quilting a community blanket to accompany a loved 
one through the waiting; reading healing affirmations and or prayers 
before treatment are only some examples.”  

To get in touch with the Restorative Ritual Celebrants feel free to 

contact them at: restorativerituals@comcast.net 

Planetary Citizens of the World Unite! 

On the Inauguration Day for the President of the 

US, January 1st 2009  

On Inauguration Day everyone is invited to attend 
a free virtual inauguration soirée. Just in case go-
ing to Washington D.C packed with 4 million 
strangers isn’t for you, consider the Celebrant plan 

for a “Worldwide Oneness Share-mony,” planned for, well, wherever 
you may be, and there’s no dress-code. Visit the EVENT link at: 
www.celebrantusa.com/2009onenesssharemony.pdf 

Celebration of Holi the Festival of Colors - 

Our Celebrant Fundraiser, March 8th 2009 

On Sunday March 8th 2009 Celebrant 

Foundation& Institute is holding our first 
fund raiser extravaganza called Holi Fest, 

a spectacular worldwide festival from India 
that ushers in the coming of spring and 

celebrates unity for all people. Our local event will feature profes-
sional young Indian dancers and showcase the zest, talent and culture 
of Indian American families that 
support and actively take part in 
the arts. Prominent guest speakers in-
clude: US Senators, our town 
Mayor and the Consul General of In-
dia. They’ll emphasize the impor-

tance of unity, cultural exchange 

and understanding among the di-

verse people of our world. The 
Celebrant Foundation will present a short film about the work we do 
worldwide.  Proceeds will go to support our Celebrant Foundation 
and Institute studies as a 501c3 non profit org. Once again, visit the 
EVENT link at: www.celebrantusa.com/invite.pdf 

Healing Ceremony for LA Fire Residence Survivors 

LA California Celebrant, Venus Stojsic-Kitagawa 
was contacted by LA survivors of the horrendous and 
damaging fires in October to 2008 to create a healing 
ceremony after loosing loved ones and their homes. 
Venus was deeply honored to create this ceremony. 
The ceremony script is available for those interested 
and it’s also posted in our Celebrant Member’s On-
line Library. She hopes the LA Times story will bring 
attention and much needed support to this community. 

The story was written up in the LA Times, the title of the piece is: 

“Lake View Terrace fire victims find comfort, solidarity at gather-

ing residents who lost their homes at Sky Terrace Mobile Lodge in 

the Marek fire last month mourn their losses and talk about moving 
forward”  Article Link: http://www.latimes.com/news/local/valley/la-

me-service232008nov23,0,6204265,full.story 

   

The Celebrant Poetry Feast-ival -You are invited! 

Have an appetite for Poetry? Join us on Saturday, May 2nd 2009 the 
Celebrant Foundation will serve up our second installment of our 
tasty Collective Wisdom Conference entitled “Poetry Feast-ival.” 
We invite you to come and join our magnificent seven Celebrants 
as they share their wisdom and talk about poetry in ceremony and 
ceremony itself as an “ode”.  Details about this event will be posted 
our site and sent to you after January 2009.  Barry Klassel, our Cele-

brant Poet Laureate from NJ will be opening our event.  Barry is a 
playwright, director and poet whose work has been recently pub-
lished in Free Thought (Humanist) Magazine for their special 2008 
Poetry and Literature issue, his must read,stirring piece is entitled:   

"The Two-Headed Calf": poetry and the experience of be-

(Inspiring your World -Continued from page 2) 

 

(Continued on page 4) 

This is a community driven practice for sure, but our communities 
need people who know  ”how to do a home funeral” and for funeral 
celebrants, this could feel like a very natural extension of your prac-
tice.  We must be aware of the laws in each of our states,  but even in 
states with more restricted laws, (like CT where I live) home funerals 
are still possible, provided you identify a licensed funeral director, 
who will help with transportation and paperwork.     

Elizabeth Knox, founder of Crossings: Caring for Our Own at Death, 
a Maryland-based, national, non-profit, home funeral and green bur-
ial resource center, will be in Mansfield Center, CT (40 minutes east 
of Hartford) on Saturday, January 24th, to teach an 8 hour Home Fu-
neral Workshop. 

Join us and take the knowledge of home funerals back to your own 
communities.  For more information, please visit:  
www.crossings.net or email me at: mary@marycoburn.com   

(Ancient & Intimate - Continued from page 1) 

L-R: Bonnie C, Shelley S, Elizabeth M, Beth S.  

Venus Stojsic

-Kitagawa 
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ing human”.  

Here is the link: http://www.thefreelibrary.com/%
22The+Two-Headed+Calf%22%
3a+poetry+and+the+experience+of+being+human.-
a0181570593 

Elder Care and Animal Therapy 

Lois Heckman PA, Wedding and Funeral Celebrant with her exten-
sive back ground as a Social Worker is also a licensed therapy dog 

certified professional and visits nursing homes 
with her dog.  

Mother’s Day for Mother Nature  

Terry Warnock, AZ Celebrant understands the 
“power of the ceremony” especially to honor 
Mother Nature and to better understand her 

place in “HER”. Terry believes that such ceremonies will play an 
increasingly important role in the future survival of our planet. She 
poignantly says, “Humans must regain an understanding of Nature 
as “sacred” and come to understand ourselves as a part of Nature 
rather than apart from it.”  Many Celebrants create nature based 
ceremony or include nature based rituals within ceremonies.  

Celebrant’s Letter to the Editor 

Vancouver, BC Celebrant Michele Davidson, eloquently replied to 
a story written in the Vancouver Sun.  Some say that we become 
the language we use, with that being the case Michele is Vancou-

ver’s homegrown Celebrant. The editor published Michele’s letter 
entitled “People want ceremonies that speak to their hearts.” 

Here is an excerpt of Michele’s piece: "Tradition is making a big 
comeback but with a modern take. As a Celebrant, I am inspired by 
the number of couples embracing a meaningful wedding ceremony 
that mirrors their beliefs. None of these couples want a "rite by 
rote," full of rituals they don't understand. What they do want is a 
ceremony grounded in tradition, where long-standing interfaith ritu-
als are refreshed in a way they can connect to. They love to have a 
custom-written ceremony that weaves traditional elements into the 
tapestry of their life experience and personal values. I see this in all 
the ceremonies I perform, from baby namings to memorials and 
everything in between. People yearn to connect to the deeper mean-
ing of the significant events of their lives.”  

Webinar for Child Welcoming Ceremonies 

MN Celebrant Melissa Mendez has been an adoption professional 
and weaves her celebrant work into her heartwarming work. She’s 
created and is facilitating a Webinar on “Creating Your Own 
Adopted Child Welcoming Ceremony and invited Cindy Reed and 
me to be guest speakers and it was thrilling! Check out the link to 

Melissa’s site: http://www.childrenshomeadopt.org/
FW_012_Family_Webinar.html 

Share your Journey as a Celebrant Story 

Trade magazines and organizations are enthusiastic to hear from 
their readership family and print their stories. That makes sense 
right? Celebrant, Elisabeth Coffey from New Jersey has been a 

(Inspiring your World—Continued from page 3) 
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opportunity to celebrate the joy of spirited giving and to receive the 
gift of experiencing our collective potential in action.  Our commu-
nities have tremendous power to enact meaningful change, by doing 
so together we amplify the energy we offer to the world.” 

Charlotte: Thanks for talking with 
us again Cristina, tell us now how did 

the Shine on Women event fare? 

Cristina: This event, first of its kind, 
definitely went beyond business as 
usual.  Generosity emerged out of 
friendship, joyful spirits, and a sense 
of faith that if each of us does what is 
right for us, together we can make a 
difference.  And indeed we did.  Our 
gift of over $40,000.00 will make an 
enormous impact on women around 
the world for the Global Fund for 
Women Organization.   

Charlotte: What did you set out to accomplish? 

Cristina: Our Shine on Women group created an experience for a 
group of woman in their community to get in touch with themselves 
and to make an effect with woman globally. It was a spiritual and 
uplifting experience -- and fund raiser. Northern California Cele-
brants from the Celebrant Foundation were there too!   

Charlotte: Tell us about the big day it, it started in the morning and 
concluded in the late afternoon?  

Cristina: That’s right. On a Sunday afternoon120 women gathered 
at our friends beautiful farm and sculpture garden in Woodside Cali-
fornia in the hill country. Our event started in the morning and 
woman arrived casually dressed with their yoga mats in hand and 

were welcomed by us in front of the great big 
red beautiful barn. Go to our site to see the 
photos. We did cool things: outdoor hiking, 
yoga with a team of Yoga teachers volunteers, 
we had a veggie picnic lunch served up by a 
local caterer, we picnicked under a old tree 
and rang a bell outside the barn gather every-
one in for our presentations.  

There was a great turn out, it helped that the 
event was free. Friends told friends and sud-
denly we had 120 women. We made wonder-
ful tea shirts made that sold like hot cakes. 
There were also free things like home made 

muffins and little surprises like an African Gospel singers that lifted 
the roof and our hearts with their voices.  

Charlotte: Tell us about your message and your speakers. 

Cristina: We want everyone to know that the insurmountable prob-
lems of our time are surmountable when we face challenges to-

(Shine On—Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 5) 
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social worker for over a decade and a Celebrant for more than four 
years. Recently, Elisabeth was inspired to write her story “Social 

Worker – Celebrant Ritual Maker” and sent it to the editor of the 
Psycological Networker Magazine, a prestigious trade magazine that 
she’s been subscribing to for years. In her piece she talks about her 
dual professions as a Social Worker and as a Celebrant, the similari-
ties and differences and how important both professions are in her 
life. Once it’s published, fingers crossed, we’ll send the link your 
way. 

Sacred Baby Dance Party 

NY Celebrant Kim Kirkley, invited her NYC and Brooklyn commu-
nity to come and play and come and pay homage to the baby in all of 
us with her “SACRED BABY PRAISE AND DANCE PARTY. 

She’s  also creating a workshop series to help people achieve success 
and happiness in life. Kim is a graduate from the very first North 
American 2002 class, one of our beloved faculty and a woman on a 
mission of love for all humanity!  

Golden Trailer  

Pam Favro Washington State Celebrant has her own non-profit 
project, she describes it as, “it is a little respite trailer on my property 
for women to come and take an overnight break and get away from 
…whatever!”  

Authentic Family and Parenting Project 

New England Celebrants: Cindy Matchett, Anna Bacall, Deb Gold-

man, Elly Jackson, Dina Stander continue to astound us! They have 
been actively exhibiting at Family and Parenting expos and confer-

ences opening discussions with the public about authentic family and 
parenting ceremonies. They have also created ceremonies for the 

Elderly, their families and the staff at assisted living residences.  

Power of Community, Memorial Garden for Miles 

Celebrant from New York City, Jane Hughes Gignoux, author, 
speaker and organizer wrote a beautifully moving and very personal 
piece about a community memorial garden for her dear grandson 
Miles that died in an accident. Jane’s “Power of the Community” 

article can be found in the Celebrant on-line library. 

Books Galore 

A gracious thanks to NJ Celebrant Mary Dougal who donated an 
amazing array of fine books to the Celebrant Foundation. 

Celebrants in the News 2008: 

MI Celebrant Nancy Irish along with her client family 
celebrated their baby’s welcoming ceremony and were 
interviewed by a photo journalist for Parent Magazine. 
The editor tells me that this article will come out in spring 
2009. AZ Celebrant Carolyn Niethammer’s, and our 
Celebrant writer/ librarian submitted her “10 Celebrant 

Tips for Baby Ceremonies”, which will most likely accom-
pany the bigger piece. We’ll post this and all news stories 
on the hefty press section of our website at: http://
www.celebrantusa.com/pressroom.html 

CT Celebrant Mary Coburn was interview by journalist 
Joann Klimkiewicz for the Hartford Courant, the piece is 

( Inspiring your World—Continued from page 4) 
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gether. This group formed to manifest change to make a big impact. I 
came up and did a short talk about what personal power meant to me. 
I reminded everyone that they had already exercised their personal 
power in coming to or even bringing a friend to this event.  

We had Paola Gianturco as our key speaker, she’s a 
world renown photojournalist, author or “Women 
who light the dark” and an advertising executive for 
35 years. Years ago she became intrigued with 
Global Fund for Women. Paola met with GFFW and 
traveled worldwide and took photographs with them. 
Her photos tell an inspirational story of people who 
have so little. The people she introduces us to are 
trying to solve problems of survival in their commu-
nity.  Paula showed a slide show presentation and 
shared with us her travels of the woman she met and 
their personal stories. She also signed and sold her 
book, proceeds helped GFFW. Because we had all 
just done yoga, I encouraged everyone to practice at 
their edge--to check in with their inner teacher and consider giving a 
donation a little more than they would usually, but an amount that felt 
safe to them.  It was a successful call to action for our group! I also 
gave them homework, to do just three things this coming week in-
cluding call a friend that they haven’t heard from in awhile and be in 
the moment with them. Post the event we sent out a survey to those 
who attended asking them about what they got out of this day and 
what they are subsequently inspired to do now.  We really wanted the 
energy we created to live on. I find that when you give people tools 
they use them wisely. At the very end of the day we gave away little 
bracelets from “Bead for Life” and said, “the bracelets we gift to you 

today will build two homes for families in Africa.”  

Charlotte: That says it all doesn’t it? Where you able to raise funds?  

Cristina: We raised more than $40 thousand dollars. We received 
contribution from $20.00 to $20 thousand dollars and a quite a lot of 
$1,000 dollar contributions. Our message was - “Do what you can do 

exactly where you are.” One can feel good about 
themselves when they make a contribution to a worthy 
cause. And, charitable giving can be framed in a posi-
tive light, it can motivate people and be a spiritual 
experience if done in the right context. I find that peo-
ple are craving this experience.  Afterwards we got 
tons of feedback from our follow up survey and it was 
clear that everyone wanted more including the organ-
izers! Maybe there should be an east coast Celebrant 

Shine on Women Event? 

Charlotte: Absolutely Cristina!    

Cristina invites you to check these out if you wish to 
shine on too:  

The Shine on Women Website w/photos and more: 
www.shineonwomen.org 
 
Paola‘s book: 
http://www.womenwholightthedark.com/ 
 
The Global Fund for Women 
http://www.theglobalfundforwomen.org 
 

(Shine On -Continued from page 4) 



The Celebrant Foundation & Institute 973-746-1792      www.celebrantusa.org 

Celebrancy Today — Spring 2009 — page 6 

entitled: “Ceremonies For All Of Life’s Transitions: Yes, 

Even Divorce” view the link: http://www.courant.com/
features/hc-celebrants.artoct22,0,7434532.story 

NJ Celebrant Elisabeth Coffey officiated at a wedding that 
bawdy king or radio, Howard Stern attended and was so 
thrilled about that he talked about the wedding on his radio 
show and hailed Elisabeth. Who knew that Howard Stern 
would be a Celebrant Fan?  
 

NJ Celebrants Eve Young and Murphy Birdsall were 
given substantial ink time by journalist in our regional 
newspapers.  

Did you hear the one about… 

Celebrant Canada West Chapter Facilitator, Wing-Siu Wong and 
humorist sent this our way: Question - "How many Celebrants does it 
take to change a light-bulb?" 

Answer - "One, but first you've got to work with it, and then you've 
got to learn its life story."  

 

Wrapping it up!  

All of us at the Celebrant Foundations, our directors, staff, founders 
and teaches are so fortunate to have established a wonderful relation-
ship with our Celebrants everywhere. Let’s keep in touch, tend to our 
“idea garden” and keep our dialogue alive.   

Hearing from when you call or email - invigorates us. You continue 
to blow us away, heart, mind and soul with your news from the 
“front”. We are amazed at how connected, creative, sensitive and 
dedicated Celebrants are as individuals and collectively  as you con-
nect with your Celebrant colleagues.  

This past year in particular, many of our Celebrants suffered the loss 
of their loved ones and reached out to us. We want you to know that 
we grieve with you. A memorial candle is lit here at the Celebrant 
Foundation in memoriam. Lighting our candle is something we do as 
a natural response to our love and respect that we have for our Cele-
brants, our flame keeps us all joined as “family”:.   

We love you all and thank you for all you do.  

Shine on!  

Charlotte Eulette 

(Inspiring your World—Continued from page 5) 

 
Arizona Celebrant, Carolyn Niethammer is one of our admired 
Celebrant Foundation story writers and Celebrant librarian, she is 
also is an award-winning biographer and 
has authored five books. She’s traveled 
the world and in North America has 
visited Indigenous People’s reserva-
tions, observing and participating in 
local customs and rituals. Carolyn re-
cently wrote a piece for the Celebrant 
Foundation to pitch to Parents Maga-

zine which we hope, fingers crossed, 
will be published in one of their 2009 
issues. She shares with us 10 tips for a 
memorable baby ceremony and for the 
baby in you!  Feel free to share this with 
your friends.   

10 Tips for a Memorable Baby Ceremonies, 

Carolyn Niethammer suggests!  

1) Every good ceremony has a beginning, a middle and an end.  So 
your guests will know the ritual has begun, plan something to center 
everyone’s attention using a candle lighting or just a quiet moment 

of reflection. End with a reading, a poem or a prayer. 

2) Music helps to set a mood and define a ceremonial space. Pick out 
several pieces to play while people are gathering and another piece 
for the ending when your guests will be gathering around the baby 
and parents to congratulate them.  

3) Include and honor the grandparents and other older relatives who 
are able to attend.  They are your family’s roots and memory keep-
ers. 

4) It’s true that it takes a village to raise a child.  Pick an adult or two 
or even an older cousin to be the child’s godparent or guideparent.  It 
is good for a child to have close relationships with several adults – 
someone to turn to in addition to their parents. 

5) Include any family customs or cultural customs that are relevant. 

6) Have a short section on the family history – when did your ances-
tors come to this country, where have people lived, what sets your 
family apart from any others?  Be sure to include both sides of the 
family and if the child or infant is adopted pay homage to their fam-
ily, country and culture. 

7) The parents should explain why they have chosen this particular 
name for their baby. An example:  We give you this first name of   
(name).  Add the explanation.  We give you this middle name of 
(name).  Add explanation.  We give you our family name (name).  
Finish with whatever you know about your family name. 

8) Include your guests, especially siblings, in the ritual so that they 
are not just witnesses, but participants as well.  You might have 
them write their wishes for the baby in a book when they arrive and 
then perhaps read their wish aloud.   

9) During the ceremony create a keepsake for the baby.  Perhaps 
everyone will make a wish on a small stone and drop it in a dish, 
hold a bead that will be strung into a necklace, plant a tree, or write 
their wishes in a book.  Don’t forget photographs. As children grow, 
they love to hear stories about themselves when they were younger. 

10) Plan the ceremony around your baby’s timetable.  Children have 
times when they are generally happy and when they are fussy, when 
they are sleepy and when they are alert.  It is more important for the 
baby to be comfortable with the time than the guests. 
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with symbols from the patron's family history and 
profession.   

He will also be facilitating a private installation 
and house dedication ceremony upon completion 
of the totem. Peter tells us, “I'm considering mar-
keting this sort of thing to realtors, architectural 
firms and home accessory stores. I find the de-
sign/creation of family crest/totem/heraldic 
shields a very viable niche in this market.” 

As an artist on many levels myths speak to Peter 
in his work. He’s working  on a very curious and 
interesting project called “re-writing the myth.” Think about it.  
Here’s one to make your celestial wheels turn,  “What if Salome 
hadn’t asked for the head of John the Baptist and ran off with him 
instead?” 

Besides the photos of Peter’s sculpture we’ve thought you’d 
also like to see our Peter in action as he presides over a Baby 
Blessing Ceremony that took place on the Pacific Ocean 
north of  Venice Beach, CA. 

Peter describes the ceremony, “we respectfully borrowed a 
Native American naming ritual, blessed our baby while hon-
oring the four directions and asked all in attendance to speak 
a few words about what this event 
meant to them and then we watched 
the sun set.” 

We enjoyed talking to Peter and 
would love to take him up on his 
invite, Pete’s invite: “So,  If you're 
ever down at this end of the Rio 
Grande, gimme a shout.” 

To view the series of progressive photos showing the creative proc-
ess that are posted on his sculpture room gallery of his Website 
visit:  www.pmichie.com   

(Celebrant & Sculpture Peter Michie, Contin-

ued from page 1) 

10 THINGS I KNOW FOR SURE ABOUT BEING A 
CELEBRANT... 

By: Annemarie Juhlian, Seattle, WA /Celebrant and Celebrant Fac-

ulty Member and Developer of the Biz 101 Celebrant Marketing, 

Branding and Sales Courses 

I remember my very first wedding. 

I was terrified.  Nope.  Beyond terrified.  I practiced the ceremony a 
dozen or two times in my living home and my heart was pounding as I 
drove to the venue on “wedding day.” 

And what made this even more challenging?  Well, I was going to 
marry one of my best friends and people close to me were going to be 
there. 

As the ceremony started and the bride walked down the aisle, I 
thought I was going to keel over.  And then, the music stopped and the 
couple was in front of me.  And “magic” began.   

I shared the words.  I moved into the moment.  And then, it was done. 

As I walked from the ceremony site, I knew in my belly I was born to 
experience the joy, elation, and challenges of this Celebrant work.  I 
smiled all the way to the reception. 

And since that moment in 2003 – and six years into this experience – 
and 850 ceremonies later - here is what I know for sure about being a 
Celebrant: 

1)  This Is Joyful Work.  This is Hard Work.  In many ways, Cele-
brancy is as much a vocation and calling as it is “work.”  And while 
this vocation is filled with great satisfaction and joy, it also demands 
great perseverance, compassion, empathy, vision and heart.  In grow-
ing one’s Celebrancy practice, the journey is not only a path of offer-
ing ritual services to individuals, families and couples but it is also 
about growing one’s skill sets and heart. 

2)  This Profession Demands Stamina.  Being a Celebrant is not for 
the faint of heart.  If you can’t take the ups and downs, the mini-
dramas, the elation of appreciation as well as the agony of a major 
“mis-choice” or “error,” back away now.   

 

3)   No, The Ceremonies “Just Won’t Come…”  As much as I love 
creating and delivering ceremonies, a big part of a Celebrant’s job is in 
the marketing and positioning of the Celebrant practice.  So, to be a 
successful Celebrant, the business side and the ritual side must go 
hand-in-hand. 

4)   You Gotta Love Those “In The Car Moments…”  One of the 
best pieces of Celebrancy for me is the “in the car moment.”  This 
comes after a ceremony when I get to my car, open the door, get in – 
put the ceremony on the seat next to me and smile.  Most times, I 
smile for a job well done. And on occasion, I’ll call my husband and 
say, “Honey…you’re not going to believe this!” 

5)   Doing This Long Enough and Hard Enough, You Will Crash.  
If you do enough ceremonies over enough time, there may come a 
time when you’ll “crash.”  Of course, “crashing” is different for all of 
us.  For me, it’s the lesson about self-care in the midst of a very full 
wedding season which is now 10 months long.  So, do the work and 
take good care of yourself in the process.  And yes, I did “crash” in 
2006 and re-worked things so that my ego was in the proper place.   

6)   Treasuring “December Scrapbook Time”  I love putting to-
gether my year-end scrapbook of photos, testimonials and mementos 
from the year – very, very fun!  Take time to drink in your successes 
and memories… 

7)    Recognizing Your Teachers.  In this work of Celebrancy our 
clients and client experiences are great teachers.  Take time to listen 
between the lines to your clients, to read subtle nuances and to offer 
kindness and great service. As always, under-promise and over-
deliver! 

8)    Leading with Gratitude and a Humble Heart (well, most 

times).  After these years of doing this work, I am still filled with 
gratitude for the opportunity to share in such poignant and memorable 
moments.  And I treasure that people trust me to deliver on what I 
promise – to be selected as a Celebrant is a very humbling and joyful 
“yes!” 

9)    Humor Gets You Out of Almost Anything.  So Does A Re-

(Continued on page 8) 
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fund…  Yes, there will be a day or so or more within a 
year where you’ll execute a “snafu” within a ceremony.  
I’ve found that as more time goes by, what used to upset 
me in year one or year two doesn’t have the sting as be-
fore.  Upon an unexpected snafu, I’ve learned that elegant 
humor is welcomed by family and friends.    

10)  Recognizing You Were Born To Experience This 

Work.  I’ve come to recognize that the calling to Cele-
brancy is just that – a calling.  This work demands a heart 
muscle filled with love, learning, compassion, empathy 
and drive.  Yes, drive.  Whether you have a part-time or 
full-time Celebrancy practice, it’s knowing that this work 
is not only about the clients you serve but is also about 
you – and all that Celebrancy brings to your life experi-
ence. 

 

(10 Things I Know Continued from page 7) 

 

THE CELEBRANCY HISTORY MANTRA 

– elevator pitch! 

Celebrancy began in Australia and New Zealand 
over thirty years ago and is now becoming a mod-
ern tradition in the US, Canada and the Northern 
hemisphere. There are over 3000 Celebrants world-
wide that have officiated at over one million cere-
monies.  The Celebrant Foundation and Institute 
was established in 2001and is the North American 

Chapter for the International Federation of Cele-
brants. North American Celebrants alone officiates 
at over 3000 ceremonies a year and the Celebrant 
Foundation refers over 950 ceremonies to Cele-
brants yearly.  To date there are nearly 400 certified 
Celebrants throughout the U.S. and Canada. The 
eight month Certified Celebrant study program is 
offered through the Celebrant Foundation and Insti-
tute, a non-profit educational organization located 
in Montclair, New Jersey, and on the Web at 

www.Celebrantusa.org. 

GRADUATION 

2008  

 

1 

2 

3 

4 5 

 

1. Celebrant Foundation Direc-

tor Charlotte Eulette, Gradua-

tion address 

2. NJ Celebrant Marta Wimsett 

sharing her symbol 

3. Academic Director, Cindy 

Reed handing out diplomas 

4. The Fabulous Graduation 

Class of 2008 

5. NJ Celebrant Bonnie Cush-

ing honored alumni speaker 

We are currently accepting applications of next 
year’s 2009-2010 program!  Please refer interested 
friends, family members or clients to us – every 
year our class includes several students who are 
friends or family of our current Celebrants, or their 
clients or attendees at their fabulous ceremo-
nies.  Please have them contact me at cynthiak-
reed@celebrantusa.com or 973.249.3974. 

 

(News from The Celebrant Continued from page 1) 

"I've learned that  
people will forget what you said,  
people will forget what you did,  

but people will never forget  
how you made them feel." 

- Maya Angelou 
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FROM OUR FAMILY ALBUM 

1  NJ Celebrant Risa Marlen  & Paul at the Celebrant 
booth for the Pet Expo. 
 

2  NJ Celebrant Eve Young 
 
3  WA Celebrant Annemarie Juhlian with 
Jeff & Lynley Shaw 
 
4  Cindy Reed’s Baby Welcoming Ceremony for 
Akeyla– Thread Ceremony 

 
5 NY & NJ Celebrant Dinner, Enid M, Cris K, 
Mary C, Cathy V and Bettina Y 
 
6 Mother to be Ceremony, CA Celebrant Cristina 

Spencer 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Celebrant Foundation & Institute is a non-
profit educational organization dedicated to the 
training of professional Celebrants to officiate 
at life’s milestone ceremonies, and to promot-
ing the importance of ceremony in the lives of 
individuals, couples, families and organiza-
tions. 
 

Board of Trustees 

Gaile Sarma, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Charlotte Eulette, NORTH AMERICAN DIRECTOR 

Cynthia K. Reed, DIRECTOR OF ACADEMICS 

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATORY 

POLICY 

The Celebrant Foundation & Institute admits 
students of any race, color, gender, sexual 
orientation or national and ethnic origin to 
all the rights, privileges, programs, and 
activities generally accorded or made 
available to students at the school.  It does 
not discriminate on the basis or race, color, 
national and ethnic origin in administration 
of its educational policies, scholarship and 
loan programs, and other school-
administered programs. 

Celebrant Foundation & Institute-
Board of Trustees: 

Cynthia K. Reed, Gaile Sarma & 
Charlotte Eulette 

Greetings from Priya at Celebrant  HQ to all Celebrants,  Students, and Friends-of-the-Celebrant Family! Gradua-
tion 2009 is right around the corner!  Charlotte and Cindy have trusted me with the ancillary title of Graduation Man-
ager, so reach out to me with any questions or concerns around Graduation.  My email is priya@celebrantusa.com 

and the office telephone is 973-746-1792.  All alumni and students should have received their printed invitations by 
now—if you haven’t gotten yours, please phone me right away.  If you’re coming—and we hope you all are—you’ll 
want to make your airline and hotel reservations as soon as you can to get the best rates. 
 
 Please don’t forget to keep me updated with changes to your address, phone, email and website info … and call or email 
me at any time with questions or issues about your Association Membership, referral status, Celebrant credentials, how to access 
the member library, chapter affiliations, or nearly anything to do with your Celebrancy practice and studies.  All the best in 2009! 

Priya Navani 

1 

2 
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The Celebrant Foundation & Institute 

Invites you with great delight to join us for our 

C e l e b r a t i o n  of  H o l i 

The Festival of Colors 

Holi is a spectacular worldwide festival from India that 

ushers in the coming of spring and celebrates unity for all people 

To take place at: 

The historic Woman’s Club of Upper Montclair 

200 Cooper Ave, Montclair, NJ 07043 

Date and time:  

Sunday, March 8th 2009  5 – 7:30pm 

Reservations and Tickets:  

Adults - $50.00 

Please contact event manager Priya Navani for reservations 

PH: (973)746.1792 EM: priya@celebrantusa.com 

For more information, please visit: www.celebrantusa.com/invite.pdf 


